
 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed  

at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority,  

and not as their teachers of the law. —-Matthew 7:28-29 

 

     When was the last time you truly felt amazed?  I mean, the type of 

amazement that makes your eyes, ears and heart marvel in wonder?  When 

was the last time you truly felt stunned?  I mean, the type of stunned that takes your breath away? 

     Now: When was the last time you felt amazed or stunned by the words of Jesus? 

     Being amazed brings with it much joy, comfort and excitement. Being stunned brings with it a 

sense of disbelief and disorientation by whatever has been said or done.  When we read the book of 

Matthew, and the other three gospels for that matter, Jesus’ words and actions illicit feelings of both 

being amazed and stunned.  One of the ways that we grow closer to God is by slowing down enough 

in our listening and reading of God’s word to experience both feelings deeply. 

     We are so tempted to read past whatever we don’t understand or would prefer to avoid rather 

than to dig into the text and genuinely ask what it is that God is saying to us.  We normally don’t 

give God enough space to amaze or stun us.  

Here is my list of the top five stunners in Matthew.  During these next few weeks, would you 

join me in asking Jesus to speak to us deeply through these amazing and stunning passages? 

 

Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  

And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. — Matthew 18:2-5 

 

So the last will be first, and the first will be last.  — Matthew 20:16 

 

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  

But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  — Matthew 6:14-15 

 

If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure  

in heaven. Then come, follow me.  — Matthew 19:21 

 

The greatest among you shall be your servant. — Matthew 23:11 


